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Executive Summary 

Project Name:   Replacement of Storage Warehouse Structure 

Type of Document:  Draft Environmental Assessment 

Legal Authority:   Chapter 343, Hawai`i Revised Statutes 

Agency Determination:  Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact  

     (FONSI) 

Applicable Environmental 

Assessment Review Trigger:   Use of County Funds, Use of County/State Lands 

Location:    DWS Naska Baseyard 

     614 Palapala Drive 

     Kahului, Hawai`i  96732 

     TMK – (2)3-8-079:018 por. 

Applicant:    County of Maui – Department of Water Supply 

     200 South High Street, 5th Floor 

     Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 

     Contact: Tom Ochwat, P.E. 

     Telephone: (808)-270-7835 

Approving Agency:  County of Maui – Department of Water Supply 

     200 South High Street, 5th Floor 

     Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 

     Contact: Tom Ochwat, P.E. 

     Telephone: (808)-270-7835 

Project Summary:    

The County of Maui, Department of Water Supply (DWS) proposes to replace an 

existing dilapidated storage structure with a new steel arch building in its place.  The 

current structure serves as a storage area for waterline fittings and appurtenances, 

well pump motors, and other water supply related equipment.   
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The project location lies within the Department of Water Supply’s Naska Baseyard, 

located at 614 Palapala Drive, Kahului, Hawaii.  This parcel {TMK: (2)3-8-079:018}, 

presently, is under the ownership of the State Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (DLNR) and is within the Airport District and Special Management Area 

(SMA). 

 

The dimensions of the proposed steel arch structure will be approximately 10 feet 

longer, 5-feet wider and a 1-foot higher than the existing structure.  It will be erected 

over the same location of the existing structure. (approximately 90-ft L x 24-ft W x 16-

ft H) as depicted in the Aerial Site Plan. 
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I. Project Overview 

The Department of Water Supply proposes to replace an existing dilapidated 

storage structure with a new steel arch building in its place.  The current 

structure serves as a storage area for waterline fittings and appurtenances, 

well pump motors, and other water supply related equipment.  The proposed 

building will consist of pre-fabricated steel panels that will bolt together to 

resemble a “QUONSET” type structure with sky-lights, roof venting, pedestrian 

door and drum wheel type garage door.   

 

The project location lies within the Department of Water Supply’s Naska 

Baseyard, located at 614 Palapala Drive, Kahului, Hawaii.  This parcel {TMK: 

(2)3-8-079:018}, presently, is under the ownership of the State Department of 

Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and lies within the Airport District and 

Special Management Area (SMA). 

 

The dimensions of the proposed steel arch building will be 100-ft long x 30-ft 

wide x 17-ft high.  It will be erected over the same location of the existing 

structure as depicted in the Aerial Site Plan.   

 

II. Description of Existing Conditions, Potential Impacts and 

 Proposed Mitigation Measures 

The existing structure consists of CMU brick walls and support columns, 

wooden roof trusses, corrugated steel roof sheeting, and a concrete 

foundation and slab.  Surrounding the structure is asphalt pavement on the 

south side and natural ground on the remaining three sides.  The building 

originally served as an auto-body shop by the previous owner.  

 

The project site is located within Zone “X” of the FIRM Panel No. 

1500030411E (see attached FIRM Exhibit).  The site lies in the Airport District 
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per the Maui County, Wailuku-Kahului Community Plan. The Airport District 

allows for the proposed use of storage warehouses per the Maui County Code 

– Chapter 19.28.010. 

 

The potential impacts for replacing this dilapidated structure appear to be de 

minimis (insignificant), with the exception of the debris material from the 

demolition of the structure contributing to the local land-fill.  To reduce this 

impact, materials that can be recycled (metal roofing) will be identified, 

separated and transported to the appropriate recycling centers. 

 

A positive impact may be viewed as eliminating a potential safety hazard due 

to the present condition of the structure.  Therefore, replacing this structure 

with a new steel arch building may not require any mitigation measures other 

than applicable recycling materials and site clean-up.  

 

III. Relationship to Governmental Plans, Policies and Controls 

The existing structure lies within the County of Maui, Department of Water 

Supply – Naska Baseyard.  This parcel {TMK (2) 3-8-079:018 POR.} is under 

the ownership of the State Department of Land and Natural Resources.  The 

parcel is within the Airport District of the Kahului-Wailuku Maui Community 

Plan and also falls within the Special Management Area.  Based on the State 

Land Use Commission, the existing site has been classified to be within the 

“Urban” District. 

 

The proposed steel-arch building is acceptable to all of the land use plans and 

districts mentioned above.  The new building will be consistent with other 

existing structures in the vicinity that perform similar functions for storage 

facilities. 

 



Draft EA for Replacement of Storage  DWS Naska Baseyard 
Warehouse Structure  614 Palapala Dr, Kahului, HI 
 
 

November, 2010          Page 6 of 9 

In addition and pursuant to the Hawai`i Administrative Rules (HAR) 343, the 

proposed project will be utilizing state or county funds; and resides on state or 

county lands.  Therefore, to be compliant with HRS 343, this document is 

required.     

 

IV. Summary of Adverse Environmental Effects Which Cannot be 

Avoided 

The proposed demolition of the existing structure and erection of the new steel 

arch building will produce limited unavoidable construction-related impacts on 

the environment.  These impacts are considered short term and will consist of 

noise, air quality (dust and exhaust emissions) from building demolition and 

site preparation.  The removal of the debris from the site to the local landfill will 

be the most significant environment impact that cannot be avoided.  However, 

the Contractor will be instructed to separate debris materials where certain 

materials could be recycled.  Compliance with State and local ordinances 

related to building and construction will be adhered to.   

 

V. Alternatives to the Proposed Action 

Based on the intended use of the proposed steel arch building (storage of 

potable water appurtenances and related equipment), no alternative land 

locations were pursued.  However, alternative building footprint locations 

within the baseyard facility were examined.  In all alternative locations 

considered, a portion of the existing structure would be impacted and therefore 

prompting demolition of this structure.  The proposed location to replace the 

existing structure will utilize the existing concrete floor slab, thus, reducing the 

overall demolition and construction costs, as well as the environmental impact. 
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VI. Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources 

The demolition of the existing structure and erection of the proposed steel arch 

building will involve a commitment of energy (fuels), labor, fiscal, and material 

resources.  However, the use of these resources, when weighed against the 

expected benefit and elimination of a potential public safety hazard derived 

from this project, is not considered to be an adverse commitment. 

 

VII. Significance of Criteria Assessment 

The “Significance Criteria”, Section 12 of the Hawai`i Administrative Rules 

(HAR), Title 11 Chapter 200; and the “Environmental Impact Statement 

Rules”, were reviewed to determine whether the proposed project will have 

significant impacts to the environment.  Upon this review of the applicable 

portions of the HAR, it is anticipated that the proposed project will not have 

significant adverse impacts on the physical environment.  Therefore, a Finding 

of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is the expected outcome of the Final EA for 

this proposed action.  

 

VIII. List of Permits and Approvals 

The demolition of existing storage structure and erection of new steel arch 

storage warehouse building require the following permits and approvals: 

 Demolition Permit - issued by County of Maui; Department of Public 

Works, Development Services Administration. 

 Grading and Grubbing Permit - issued by County of Maui; 

Department of Public Works, Development Services Administration 

 Building Permit - issued by County of Maui; Department of Public 

Works, Development Services Administration 

 Document of Final Review approval by State of Hawai`i Disability 

and Communication Access Board (DCAB). 
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 Flood Development Permit -  approval by County of Maui Planning 

Department 

 County of Maui Planning Department approval for Special 

Management Area exemption. 

 

IX. Agencies Consulted during the Preparation of the Draft 

 Environmental Assessment; and Response to Comments 

 Received 

The following agencies were consulted during the preparation of the Draft 

Environmental Assessment listed below and responses to substantive 

comments are provided in the Appendix. 

 Mr. Daniel Ornellas 
 District Land Agent 
 State of Hawai`i 
 Department of Land and Natural Resources 
 54 South High Street, RM 100 
 Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 
 
 Ms. Morgan Davis 
 State of Hawai`i 
 Department of Land and Natural Resources 
 State Historic Preservation Division 
 130 Mahalani Street 
 Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 
 
 Mr. Loyal Mehrhoff 
 Field Supervisor 
 State of Hawai`i 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 300 Ala Moana Blvd. RM 3-122 
 Honolulu, Hawai`i  96813 
 
 Mr. Jeffrey A. Murray 
 Fire Chief 
 County of Maui 
 Department of Fire and Public Safety 
 200 Dairy Road 
 Kahului, Hawai`i  96732 
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 Ms. Kathleen Ross-Aoki 
 Director of Planning 
 County of Maui 
 Department of Planning 
 250 South High Street 
 Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 
 
 Ms. Cheryl Okuma 
 Director of Environmental Management 
 County of Maui 
 Department of Environmental Management 
 2200 Main Street, Suite 100 
 Wailuku, Hawai`i  96793 
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